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DRESSING UP
AND LAYING LOW




JEREMY LAING MAY BE TAKING THE NEW YORK
FASHION WORLD BY STORM, BUT HIS HEART
BELOMNGS TO PARKDALE

Jamemy Laing wincas a littke when gsked aboul his succass.
But with an intémnship at Alexander McCusen in London
and several New York tashion shows on his resumsé, i17s
hard 10 dascriba him as anything but. The 27-year-old fashion
designer who calls Parkdales home iz only just beginaing.
Laing's ambitons are grand - he tosses out phrases like
“market penetration” and "aperating on an international
javel® - but he prefers to live far from the gilded halls of
high fashion.

Ha's more attracted to the "quist and scber approach,”
meaning, sans the usual celebrity cincus wranglings. He i
apanly critical of the runway shenanigans that many young
and attention-seeking designers indulge in, such as having
modals walk the catwallk dressed lia lnuit of the Amazon,

Froam that perspective it makes perfect sense that he is ofien
spotted dining &t Chuben West's popuiar lunch counier the
Baaver Café. Keaping himse! firrmly rooted in Parkdale affords
Laing plenty of cpportunity to sty involved in the kocal scene
and maks a name for himsel! that extonds beyond a rack of

DesignLines (Toronto)
Spring 2007

39
FASHION FILE

chothes at Holl Ranfew {naxt bo the likes of Mami and Marc
Jacobsh. The costume designer for the Toronto Dance
Theatre, Laing's indie-dariing credeniials stem from his
involvament in such collaborative projects &s a performance
sewing circle and Pavilion of Vieginia Pufl-Paint, a perfonm-
anca ingtallation that has since becomea a book with the
aasistance of the Ard Gallery of York Univorsity, Last fall, tha
AGYLU sponsored his spring/summes 2007 show in New
York. In exchange, his latest adventund Sas tha ALEYU
gallery attendants garbed in Laing's vision of Sowviel drab -
a take on the Russian constructivist proletasiat. which he
deacribes as “playing off the idea of gallery staff being
manufaciurers of the contact with the wod.® Think grays
and khakis, although Laing promises that ha “might spice

it up a ks

Which could really mean just about anything. In 2005, Laing
accessorized hiz jackets with braided har, Now ha's knoking
at fitting high-tech ialian fabdcs into his favoured natural
fitres, 1 ke surprising blerds of linen and wool, or woal
and sill, with their iconic proparties,” he explains. His taste
for vintage charm has akso led him to work with a tiny mill
in Dueens, whaers tha S0-year-old machinery gives the fabric
the “old-world quality™ he's noted for. The mill’s invoices
cormm cut of & typewriter, and next visit, he's been promised
corned beel sandwiches “at Jackie Gleason's lavourile
place.” A fitling adventurs for an international designer with
his haart firmly set on the qurks of local living.
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